
MONTHLY MEETING
 

MONTHLY MEETING THIS WEEK IS ON WEDNESDAY AUGUST
7TH

______________________________
_______________________________

President’s Report

Hi there,
Well here we are 1 month on from our first Wednesday night
meeting which was attended by 40 plus members. It was really
great.  Our raffle was supplied by Fresh Choice Mangere Bridge.
Lua the butcher made up 6 slabs of really good meat raffles.Our
rides are going well from what I can see. Thanks to all the RIC's
for your efforts. Mind you the weather has been rather good .The
Dinner and movie night was an awesome time together. We had
some prizes given out by Sheryl. Two ice cream freebies were
given to Peggy and Anne congrats girls The movie was the Blues
Brothers very worth seeing Thank you very much Sheryl for
organizing such a brilliant night By the way the food was really
great The only bad thing was driving out fifteen speed bumps to
negotiate to get onto the main road BUGGER.  Please remember
our remembrance weekend10th August. Taupo see you all there.

Neville Kerr #4658
Auckland Branch President
auckland@ulysses.org.nz
Ulysses Club  (NZ) Inc
ph 021797487
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______________________________
____________________________

What Has Been Happening

For the latest click on this link    Ulysses Auckland Facebook Page 

______________________________
____________________________

The Gear May Save You    (and not from what you may think)
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A few weeks ago I had to get my son to pick me up from the North Shore.
While I was waiting I got a text from him saying he would be late as he had
to talk to the police. Needless to say I was a little concerned however he
turned up about half an hour later than expected and I got to hear the
whole astounding story.

I live in Titirangi so to get to the North Shore he was taking the main road
past the Avondale race course and on to Great North road. He had to stop
for a red light at the second set of lights on Great North. In front of him was
a car then a bike at the head of the que. While waiting for the light a guy
ran up to the bike, grabbed the biker and threw him and the bike to the
ground.  The biker tried to make a grab for the bikes key upon which the
assailant whipped out a knife and slashed a piece out his helmet. The
bikers leather jacket saved him from a couple more slashes and then the
assailant picked up the bike and took off.

My son and the lady from the car helped the biker up and talked with him
till the police arrived. As the police station is only a minute down the road
they arrived quickly. They had a few things to give the police as lying on
the road was the bike hijackers' knife and a shoe also the lady in the car
had the presence of mind to take out her phone and start recording video
as soon as the attack started. My son said there was some very clear
video of the attacker's face. My son and the lady got to chat with the biker
for a bit before the police arrived. He was a seventy year old and had
never seen the attacker before nor had he had any sort of run in with
anyone that might have been the cause. My son said the attacker was not
wearing a gang patch however judging by all the tattoos he did look like
your typical gang member.

So a random bike hijacking on a busy Auckland suburban street.
Something that up until now I would have said was impossible.         

Take care out there - cheers ED
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______________________________
____________________________

______________________________
______________________________
_____________________________

______________________________
_____________________________
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______________________________
________________________________________________________

Below is my account of a ride of a ride I did last summer. I appreciate that most
Ulysseans are not in to adventure bike rides however I hope some will find it worth a
read. For those that don't like it please send me an account of a ride of yours that I
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will happily include.
cheers - ED  

Motu River Road

I spent March and April last summer riding a number of the well-known dirt
roads of the south island and I have to admit  that the north island does not
have anything comparable. However there is one road that I would rate as
being up there with the south island roads and that is the Motu river road.  The
Motu road runs from the small settlement of Motu across the Ruakumara range
to come out just up the coast from Opotiki. The distance is about sixty
kilometers however in my case I checked out some the side roads and camped
by the Takaputahi river clocking up well over a hundred kilometers.
From the road name I had thought the road would run alongside the Motu river
but in fact once you cross the river at the start that is the last you see of it as it
runs some ten kilometers north of the road.   The road runs through a bit of farm
land but mostly through conservation land with mature native forest and over
the ranges.  Dirt roads through tall native trees are what I love and why I have
an adventure bike. Unfortunately there is not a lot of native forest left.  The road
is single lane metal all the way and there are a couple of places where rock fall
has closed the road after bad weather. There is also a stream to cross which so
long as there has not been recent rain is easy enough.  Meeting an oncoming
vehicle at the wrong place is probably the biggest danger however I did not see
a single other vehicle.
Getting to the start at the Motu end proved more time consuming than I had
hoped. I was coming from Napier and the road to Gisborne had taken a beating
in the cyclone. One particular section known to the locals as devil's elbow was
having a huge retaining wall built and if you arrived just as the light turned red
you could be in for a thirty minute wait.
I had a nice fine day in late summer for the ride and I had waited for a few days
of fine weather beforehand. I figured the trip would be challenging enough
without a wet road. At the start of the road the front wheel went sliding across a
patch of dry clay and I was quite sure I was going down. I even had time to get
down off the pegs and get my foot out but thankfully the wheel found some
traction otherwise I am sure it would have ended badly.
Soon I was making good progress really loving the forest and the ranges
however in the most remote part of the road is a section where the road had
been covered from a rock fall. A dozer had cleared the road and I was ripping
through when at the end there was a sharp right with a lot of loose stuff on the
road. I was going too fast and hit the brakes. The bike slid to a halt upright and
sitting on the bash plate on top of a pile of rocks at the side of the road.  The
front wheel at the top of a big drop and back wheel on the uphill side of the pile.
Dragging the bike back off the pile started off okay but when the front wheel was
on the top of the pile the bike was so high that I couldn't hold it and it slowly
came down on top of me. No harm done I dragged the bike down to the road
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side, removed the luggage and tried to pick it up.  After a few failed attempts it
was obvious I did not have the required strength. This was really annoying as
the bike is not that heavy and I had picked it up a number of times before.
I sat on a rock and considered my options. Waiting for someone passing could
take days. I was a long way from phone reception so start walking seemed my
best hope but then it dawned on me that I was on a downhill section of road and
the bikes wheels were facing uphill. So I was fighting gravity to start with.  I
dragged the bike through one hundred and eighty degrees adding more
scratches to the crash bars but the bike was otherwise unharmed.  I was then
surprised at how easy the bike was to lift up.
By now it was late afternoon so I had to make good time to get to the campsite
before dark. Fortunately the campsite was empty which was just as well
because like many DOC campsites when the DOC websites says there are ten
sites you are lucky if there is one flat grass covered one suitable for a tent. Tent
up and dinner made before it got dark. A good sleep and the next day a great
ride down through some rugged forest covered country to reach the main road
in an hour or so and begin the long ride home.
A great ride despite a bit of a mishap. For me the best of the north island dirt
roads.    

MEMBERS DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
 

Interislander “XUlysses1”       

BLUEBRIDGE “ULYSSES10” 31 Oct 2024

KIWI FUEL LTD current Ulysses card 0800 438383 or info@kiwifuelcards.co.nz

Motorcycle Doctors 10% discount  for Ulysses members to use at the online
store www.shop.motorcycle-doctors.co.nz. Enter "Ulysses" as the discount code at

checkout.
A full list of discounts are on the club website.
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Are you a financial member? 
There are still some people who have not renewed their

membership yet.  If you think this might be you please go and get
out your Membership Card.

Check the expiry date. If your membership expired last year, it is still not too
late to renew your membership.

Go online now and pay your sub.

8/14/24, 1:40 PM Gmail - AUGUST 2024 Auckland Ulysses newsletter

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=a74bff6ce5&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1806529870205710581 11/19



One Year Individual Member is $70.00,
Three Years Individual Member is $190.00

One Year Joint Member is $66.00 per each member
Three Years Joint Member is $180.00 per each member.

Pay money into:
BNZ Bank A/c: 02-0412-0001771-097.

DON"T FORGET TO INCUDE YOU NAME AND ULYSSES # IN THE DETAILS

Job done thanks.
 

Important Runs Information
 

For all rides, please be at the departure point 10 Minutes early with a FULL
GAS TANK and an EMPTY BLADDER. If you are not sure if the run may be

cancelled because of inclement weather phone the RIC before leaving home.
Ride format

SHORT: 150 km, MEDIUM: 150 - 300 km, LONG: 300 - 500 km, XTRA/LONG: Over
500 km.

CRUISE: These runs, usually monthly on a Saturday are offered at a more leisurely
pace and of short distance.

ANYONE: A ride for any Club member, noting that you are to assess your own
capability in relation to the RIC of the day, the destination and likely distance.

EXPERIENCED: Intended for experienced riders these are generally longer rides
with less stops to regroup.

Each RIC will carry a Mobile Phone for emergencies. You will be required to provide
your own details and contact details on arrival and before the ride briefing.

RIC Contact List
Please click on this link and read our Branch’s Club Ride Guidelines before going

on any of our organised rides.
Need a Printable copy of the latest RUNS LIST? CLICK HERE to download.

Switch to Calendar View?

The Rider in Charge (RIC) will be organising the day. Contact them for details.
All riders participating in a Ulysses Ride are expected to hold a current
motorcycle license and to have a registered and warranted road-worthy

motorcycle.   All riders are responsible for their own safety and compliance
with all road Rules.

 Questions relating to rides call the RIC or Chris Moller (Runs Co-ordinator) 09
298 1702 or 021 034 7996. 
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General questions to Neville Kerr  (President) or Secretary auckland.sec@
ulysses.org.nz 

        RUNS AND SOCIAL EVENTS CALENDAR

____________________________________________________________
Sun- 4th Aug                               KAIAUA LOOP WITH DAVE MEDIUM
                          Dave is RIC - Phone  or 021-148-6831                          Anyone
                          Departs Bombay Z  10-00am
Tue- 6th Aug                          OLD FARTS MIDWEEK FORAY
                          Pick your R.I.C.and Destination on the day.
                          For more info contact Dave Tantrum 021 901 274
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-30am
Wed- 7th Aug                        CLUB NIGHT,  CRUISING CLUB
Thu- 8th Aug  WEST AUCKLAND DINNER & SOCIAL NIGHT
Fri- 9th Aug REMEMBRANCE WITH CHRIS - MORNING RUN LONG
                          Early start 09-00am
                          Chris is RIC - Phone 09 298 1702 or 021 034 7996
                          Departs Bombay Z 09-00am
Sat- 10th Aug                REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND TAUPO LONG
11TH                  Keep this in mind. This is a "Must Do" event for club members.
Anyone
                          Please try to keep this weekend free. Arrange own
                          accommodation. Awesome party to balance the solemnity of the
                          remembrance speeches.
                           Rotorua for a lunch break.  We will then regroup at
                          Whakarewarewa for the parade to Taupo.Depart 12-00.
Tue- 13th Aug                        OLD FARTS MIDWEEK FORAY
                          Pick your R.I.C.and Destination on the day.
                          For more info contact Dave Tantrum 021 901 274
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-30
Sat- 17th Aug                           LITTLES NEWBIES & OLDIES SHORT
                          Nathan is RIC - Phone  or 0274633442
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-00am
Sun- 18th Aug                         FISH AND CHIPS WITH CHRIS MEDIUM
                          Chris is RIC - Phone 09 298 1702 or 021 034 7996                  
Anyone
                          Departs Bombay Z  10-00am
Tue- 20th Aug                        OLD FARTS MIDWEEK FORAY
                          Pick your R.I.C.and Destination on the day.
                          For more info contact Dave Tantrum 021 901 274
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-30am
Sat- 24th Aug        COFFEE, CAKES AND CONVERSATION - EAST
                          Back to Lime Tree Café
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                          Meet at 10:00am for a coffee and chat, choose your own
                          departure time.
                          Lime Tree Café. Whitford
Tue- 27th Aug                        OLD FARTS MIDWEEK FORAY
                          Pick your R.I.C.and Destination on the day.
                          For more info contact Dave Tantrum 021 901 274
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-30am
Thu- 29th Aug          SOUTH AUCKLAND DINNER & SOCIAL NIGHT
                          Papakura Club,5 Croskery Rd,off Hunua Rd.
                          Contact Chris 092891702 or 0210347996.
Sun- 1st Sep                       NATIVE TREE CAFÉ WITH TONY MEDIUM
                          Tony is RIC - Phone  or 020-414-85160                          Anyone
                          Departs Bombay Z  10-00am
Tue- 3rd Sep                          OLD FARTS MIDWEEK FORAY
                          Pick your R.I.C.and Destination on the day.
                          For more info contact Dave Tantrum 021 901 274
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-30am
Wed- 4th Sep                        CLUB NIGHT,  CRUISING CLUB
Tue- 10th Sep                        OLD FARTS MIDWEEK FORAY
                          Pick your R.I.C.and Destination on the day.
                          For more info contact Dave Tantrum 021 901 274
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-30am
Thu- 12th Sep WEST AUCKLAND DINNER & SOCIAL NIGHT
Sat- 14th Sep                           LITTLES NEWBIES & OLDIES SHORT
                          Nathan is RIC - Phone  or 0274633442
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-00am
Sun- 15th Sep                                TE AROHA WITH VANCE MEDIUM
                          Vance is RIC - Phone 09 278 7229 or 021 023 83498                
Anyone
                          Departs Bombay Z  10-00am
Tue- 17th Sep                        OLD FARTS MIDWEEK FORAY
                          Pick your R.I.C.and Destination on the day.
                          For more info contact Dave Tantrum 021 901 274
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-30am
Sat- 21st Sep        COFFEE, CAKES AND CONVERSATION - SOUTH
                          KARAKA GENERAL STORE & CAFÉ. 257 LINWOOD ROAD
                          KARAKA.
                          Meet at 10:00am for a coffee and chat, choose your own
                          departure time.
                          257 Linwood rd, Karaka.
Tue- 24th Sep                        OLD FARTS MIDWEEK FORAY
                          Pick your R.I.C.and Destination on the day.
                          For more info contact Dave Tantrum 021 901 274
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-30am
Thu- 26th Sep          SOUTH AUCKLAND DINNER & SOCIAL NIGHT
                          Papakura Club,5 Croskery Rd,off Hunua Rd.
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                          Contact Chris 092891702 or 0210347996.
Sun- 29th Sep                                  RAGLAN WITH DAVE MEDIUM
                          Dave is RIC - Phone  or 021-148-6831                          Anyone
                          Departs Bombay Z  10-00am
Tue- 1st Oct                           OLD FARTS MIDWEEK FORAY
                          Pick your R.I.C.and Destination on the day.
                          For more info contact Dave Tantrum 021 901 274
                          Departs Papakura Service Centre 10-30am
Wed- 2nd Oct                        CLUB NIGHT,  CRUISING CLUB

CLUB NIGHT MEETING AND SOCIAL EVENING. Starts at approx. 6-30pm. Dinner
Tea &
 Coffee are available at all venues. Name badges must be worn.  Visitors Welcome.
Venue; Manukau Cruising Club. Orpheus PI, Onehunga. 1st Monday of each month
WEST AUCKLAND SOCIAL EVENING; Venue -New Lynn RSA. 2 Veronica St, New
SOUTH AUCKLAND SOCIAL EVENING; Venue - RSA Papakura, Elliott Street,
Papakura
  PUKEKOHE SOCIAL EVENING;Venue-Downstairs Bar,Ed Street Bar,27 Edinburgh
  Street Pukekohe.
Committee Meetings are held at 7:00pm on the second Monday of each month at
The
Manukau Cruising Club, Orpheus Road, Onehunga
"After Match Function" means an organized group ride returning back to a venue.
Rally Entry Forms etc. are available on Club Nights.

 

Club Night Meeting Wednesday 4th
September

Held at Manukau Cruising Club on the 
1st Wednesday of the Month. 

Meals available from 6:00pm and meeting starts at 7:30pm 
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Things can change between newsletters!
Check before departing on a club ride

To keep up-to-date with Branch events, runs and news between newsletters visit our
website for the latest information www.ulyssesauckland.org.nz
We also have  a face book page. 
Join the Auckland Ulysses Facebook page. You will find notices of upcoming events,
ride reports immediately after (or during!) rides, ride cancellations, and much more.
 

JUST A REMINDER - RAFFLE DONATIONS

It’s not just the committee’s job find to find the raffle prizes at the monthly meetings -
it’s up to all members.  The raffles (and the modest run fees) form a vital part of our
Branch’s income.

Idea 1:  if it’s your birthday in a particular month please donate a bottle of
wine or something else of similar value.
Idea 2: consider donating any unwanted Christmas - or birthday - gifts as a
raffle prize. That way it will still bring joy to someone.
A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN HELPING OUT WITH
THE RAFFLES!

BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT AUCKLAND ULYSSES

ULYSSES MEMBERS' DISCOUNT
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There are a range of businesses throughout New Zealand that recognise the value of
the Ulysses Membership.Note that to obtain the discount you will need to produce
your current club membership card.
CLUB DISCOUNTS 2022
1. Interislander “XULY1” 15 Dec 2023
2. BLUEBRIDGE “ULYSSES10” 31 Oct 2023
3. VTNZ current Ulysses card 31 Dec 2023
4. KIWI FUEL LTD current Ulysses card 0800 438383 or info@kiwifuelcards.co.nz
5. KIWI MOTORCYCLES current Ulysses card Christchurch
6. APEX AUTO CENTRE HAM current Ulysses card
7. TREVOR PIERCE YAMAHA CHCH current Ulysses card
8. BUTT BUFFER WHANGANUI current Ulysses card
9. EZIBED NZ “ULY10” current Ulysses card
10. FRANKTON LAW current Ulysses card
11. ASURE ACCOMM GROUP Join Azure Group
12. TOP TEN MOTOR CAMPS Join Top Ten Group

 AUCKLAND BRANCH OFFICERS & COMMITTEE

Office holders
President     Neville Kerr   #4258      027 3071088       nevkerr14@gmail.com
Vice President       Sheryl Boyd   #9443     021675328       64ehprem@gmail.com
Treasurer & Secretary    Roger Judd   #9372  021 844040  rogerdj49aa@gmail.com 
 
Committee members
Chris Moller         #5401       0210347996            mollerz@xtra.co.nz
Peggy O’Neal      #2849      021523976          peggyulysses@hotmail.co.nz
Doug Biene         #8665      027 8741912            dbene41@gmail.com
Mark Benton  #8668   027 836 166      mark_roch@hotmail.com
Janny Nicoll  #9471     021 070 0994             jannynicoll@gmail.com                                              
                  
Other roles
Quartermaster         Tony Kay              #9940      premnivas@xtra.co.nz        
Runs Coordinator    Chris Moller           #5401     mollerz@xtra.co.nz
Sheriff         Clive Thomas   0274812700      #2383   clv6pat@gmail.com
Webmaster           Charlie Truell   0223459309  #8956   charlietruell@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor     Ed       ulyakld.editor@gmail.com
Facebook Administrator  Adrienne Dodge 0211655349    #9247  ajdodge@xtra.co.nz

NEW EDITOR REQUIRED
This year a new newsletter editor will be required.  If you are comfortable
using your laptop or PC, are ok with spending a few hours learning a new
piece of software (Mailchimp), and can spare a couple of hours at the end
of each month then the newsletter editor is just the job for you.  If you
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have ever fancied yourself as a bit of a moto journalist then even better.
Make yourself know to the editor, president, or vice president and we will
get you underway.

MEMBERS' FREE ADS
 
 QUARTERSAWN   Custom Wood
Creations
We are experienced craftsman that
will create your custom piece to your
requirements. Furniture, cabinetry,
library, doors any wood project.
For examples click on quartersawn
Phone Aaron 027 228 9724
email aaron@quartersawn.co.nz
Paul B #8082
 

These adverts are for Ulysses Auckland
members only and are free of charge.
Email the Editor. Support your fellow
members.

 

 
 

BUSINESSES WE LIKE
LIFESTYLE IMPORTS: For all your motorcycle gear and clothing. Shop online
at www.lifestyle-imports.co.nz  They have now set up shop at 13 Queen Street
Waiuku.  Call Florence at 027 262 5287 for opening hours. 

CAFES:
Waiomu Beach Cafe - 622 Thames Coast Road. Great coffee and food. Good
parking just across the road.
Native Tree Cafe - 7 Church St, Mangatarata (on SH27 about 200 meters south of
intersection with SH2). Great food & coffee. Sheltered outdoor seating. Excellent
parking off main highway.
Coach Cafe &Takeaways - 37 Seddon Street, Raetihi   An excellent stop in the
central North Island.

CLUBS:
Manukau Cruising Club offer memberships to Over 65's for $6 and $30 per year
for everyone else.  A great opportunity to have a spot for a few drinks with
friends or to join in with their great entertainments!
Parnell Returned Services Club - 139 Parnell Road, Parnell
We welcome anyone from Ulysses to pop in and enjoy a beer at a reasonable price.
We don’t have pokies or TAB – but we do have pool tables, dart boards, and a juke
box.  We are surrounded by some of the best eating places in Auckland including
pizza at La Porchetta, local Indian etc - bring the takeaways back to the club - they
are virtually next door.
Guests will need to sign the visitors’ book, but please consider membership at $30
per calendar year. (This will give reciprocal rights with clubs all over NZ: 
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see https://clubsnz.org.nz/ )  There is a bike parking space across the road next door
to the Windsor.  Generally we are open 2pm to at least 9pm daily.
                                                                                                     - Paul Edgar # 8897
 
Please send details of any businesses that treat Ulysses members well to the editor

for future inclusion in this list.

ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER

The newsletter is freely available to any non-members who wishes to
subscribe. Members receive it automatically. Feel free to forward this
on to anyone who may be interested. To subscribe email the editor.
 
The newsletter is distributed by email on or about the Saturday prior to
the monthly meeting.  Eleven monthly issues are produced, January
being the missing month.
If a printed copy is required the annual subscription will be $30. 
Printed newsletter is available for pick-up at the monthly social night at
the Manukau Cruising Club.  Copies not picked up by hand may be
mailed out.

The editor encourages right of reply, correspondence, criticism, and
suggestions.
Address newsletter correspondence to: The Editor: ulyakld.editor@gmail.
com

AUCKLAND ULYSSES POSTAL ADDRESS;
PO Box 96219, Balmoral,
AUCKLAND 1342.
Web site: www.ulyssesauckland.org.nz

Copyright © 2024 Ulysses Club N Z - Auckland Branch, All rights reserved.
“You are on this list because you are a member and you submitted your email address when joining”

Our mailing address is:
Ulysses Club N Z - Auckland Branch

PO Box 96219
Balmoral

Auckland, Auk 1342
New Zealand

Add us to your address book
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